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that there were three important strands to the story. First of all, Theodore Roosevelt is considered one of our
greatest presidents because of his use of the bully pulpit to focus a national movement to ethically use
governmental action to control the effects of the rapid growth of America. Secondly, Roosevelt built an
intimate and beneficial relationship with the press, especially with investigative reporters Ida Tarbell, Ray
Baker, Lincoln Steffens, and William Allen White. Working with Roosevelt, these reporters helped educate the
public and motivate them to take action to move the country towards its ancient but extremely important
ideals. Thirdly, William Howard Taft played a significant role in the Roosevelt administration as a friend,
confidant, and as Roosevelt s secretary of war. Taft is often remembered as an unsuccessful president, but he
was actually the one that Roosevelt entrusted as acting president whenever he left Washington for business or
pleasure. Taft s admitted downfall was his inability to use the press and his bully pulpit in the same way that
Roosevelt had. This had...
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