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abstract: Poverty was and remains among the gravest and
most intractable problems worldwide. While still being a
matter of concern for most governments, this issue is of
paramount importance for developing countries, where most
of the world's impoverished live, and where a large proportion
of the population suffers severe and often multi-dimensional
deprivations. The incidence of poverty varies greatly between
countries and regions, but generally South Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa are the regions most plagued both in terms of
severity and proportion of the population affected. According
to statistics a fifth of all people on earth live on less than $1 a
day, and almost half of them are in South Asia.1 India, being a
part of one of the most poverty-stricken regions of the world, is
not spared the fate of its neighbours. Estimates of the number
of people below the poverty line vary between 260 and 400
million, making India the...
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