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In view oi the apparent facility with which the cycles, real or imaginary, con be discovered by those who have a
taste for such investigations, we can readily believe that tlm occurrences referred to were thought to fall into
line, and that predictions for the future may have been attempted. It is well to remember, in this connection,
that no inconsiderable part of the science of to-day is in a similar empirical status. I need only to mention the
sun-spot cycle, or cycles of which there are two or three, more or less fully established, and which depend
wholly upon observation. Regarding the underlying causes, we perhaps know as little as the Babylonians did of
the nature of comets. The numerous attempts which arc still made to fit the various phenomena of the weather
into some such orderly scheme are not all confined to the ranks of the ignorant and mentally unbalanced. The
second writer alluded to, viz., Seneca, makes, what was for his time, this remarkable statement: Why should we
be surprised that comets, phenomena so seldom presented to the world, are for us not yet submitted to fixed
laws, and that it is still unknown from whence come and where remain these bodies whose return takes place
only at immense intervals? FiEeen centuries have not elapsed since Greece counted the stars by their names.
How many people at the present day know nothing of the heavens except their aspect, and can not tell why the
moon is eclipsed and covered with darkness! We ourselves in this matter have but lately attained to certainty.
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