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year. Under law and NIH policy, the advisory councils are responsible for reviewing the applications and their
priority scores and, on the basis of this review, recommending to the ICs certain applications for funding
consideration. The advisory council may ask for applications to be scored a second time, such as if they have
questions about whether the scientific criteria were applied appropriately. NIH advisory council members we
interviewed noted that councils only have time to discuss a few applications individually, so they consider many
applications in large groups, particularly in cases when no concerns are apparent about the applications or
their priority scores. Based on data we reviewed, we found that from fiscal year 2003 to 2007, in most cases,
only a small number of applications were not recommended by advisory councils for funding consideration.
The advisory councils recommendations conclude NIHs peer review process. After NIHs peer review process has
been concluded, the director of each IC Directors Have IC is responsible for making final extramural funding
decisions. In Discretion to Make Final deciding which applications to fund, the IC directors choose applications
Extramural Funding from among those recommended for funding consideration by the Decisions, but NIHs OD
25 advisory council. In general, IC directors select applications for funding Does Not Monitor based on their
priority scores, which reflect the evaluation of the Decisions in Which IC applications scientific merit by NIHs
peer review process. For each fiscal Directors Exercise This year, each IC establishes a funding line - known as
the payline - which roughly corresponds with the number of extramural grant applications the Discretion IC...
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