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Karl Liebknecht as revealed in these pages leaves but a narrow ledge for heroes to stand on. To him the
significant thing in history is, and has always been, the stirring of the masses of men at the bottom, their
unconscious writhings, their awakenings, their conscious struggles and finally their gigantic, fearsome
upthrust, which overturns all the little groups of clever men who have lived by holding these masses down. In
these con icts, kings, priests, leaders, heroes count for no more than ags or ying pennants. All great leaders,
Casar, Maho met, Luther, Napoleon, are instruments of popular movements, or at best manuscripts upon which
the messages of their class and age have been written. To Liebknecht all that Carlyle has said about heroes is
contrary to ideology and inversion of the truth. As | take it, writes Carlyle, Universal History, the history of what
man has. Accomplished in this world, is at bottom the History of the Great Men who have worked there. They
were the leaders of men, these great ones; the modellers, patterns, and in a wide sense creators, of whatsoever
the general mass of men contrived to do or to attain; all things that we see standing and accomplished in the
world are properly the outward material result, the pre e . About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes
hundreds of thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important
historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, preserving
the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy....
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