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discussion of this topic meaningless? The above questions arise out of the most complicated philosophic
problems. Volumes have been written on each of them. The discussions which continue over the centuries, the
plurality of views and suggested solutions, indicate that all issues are controversial and contestable. Each view
can adduce some arguments supporting it; each has some weaknesses. Another source of diJiculty is the
vagueness and ambiguity of the language in which the problems are discussed. This makes it hard to
understand the ideas of particular thinkers and sometimes makes it impossible to decide whether diJerent
formulations express the actual divergence of views or only the verbal preferences of their authors. Let us add
that this imperfection does not simply spring from inaccuracy on the part of scholars, but also results from the
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