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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1909 edition. Excerpt: . parts of this country. California raises them in quantities.
The most profitable of the stone fruits has woody flesh, and is raised for its pit, which we eat. This is the sweet
almond, a valuable nut. Its related species, the bitter almond, yields almond oil and hydrocyanic acid, both
important drugs. the service berries In the same family with apples and plums and cherries is a group of
slender, pretty trees called June berry, service berry, and on the East coast, shadbush. When the shadbush
blossoms white, the fishermen know that it is time to expect the shad, which are taken in nets when they run up
the rivers to spawn. The red berries are ripe in June, and the birds celebrate the event, and even take them
before they begin to redden. Competition is strong, and the supply never equals the demand. Rarely can a
human berry-picker find a ripe berry, to discover how it tastes. The charm of this little tree is that it covers its
slim branches so early with white blossoms. The clusters are soft and feathery, and a warm flush underlies the
white, the ruddy, strap-shaped bracts, two of which are under each flower. The dainty opening leaves are also
ruddy, and these have opened before the blossoms pass. In early April it is worth a long walk or drive through
the woods to see the scattered serviceberry trees standing out from the bare background of leafless trees,...
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