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and June 1945, more than 900 Kamikaze aeroplanes were shot down. Conventional fighters and bombers
accompanied the Special Attack Units as escorts, and to add their own weight to the attacks on the US fleet. In
the air battles leading up to the invasion of Okinawa, as well as those that raged over the island in the three
months that followed, the Japanese lost more than 7000 aircraft both in the air and on the ground. In the
course of the fighting, 67 Navy, 21 Marine, and three USAAF pilots became aces. In many ways it was an uneven
combat and on numerous occasions following these uneven contests, American fighter pilots would return
from combat having shot down up to six Japanese aeroplanes during a single mission.
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